Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council
Meeting of the Council to be held on Tuesday 29th September 2026
  at Llanymynech Village Hall 
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Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council
PAPERS FOR THE 

MEETING OF CARREGHOFA COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Tuesday 29th September 2026
Item 4 

 Matters Arising from the minutes

4.1.

Ref: item 4.1. Olive Nials’ bench  




4.2.

Ref:  item 6.1 Planning Application 23/1122/FUL
Reply from Beate Thierbach Planning Officer (Enforcement)

I have been out on site and spoken to the owner and advised him that the access should not be used and is to be closed.  He was given until the end of last week to confirm this has been done.  I will follow this up to confirm by the end of this week.

 

If you are aware that this may not be the case, would you be able to let me know?

 
4.3.

Ref: item 4.3.  Bus stop shelter
4.4.

Ref item: 12.1. Informal meeting with Steve Withenden MP

4.5.

Ref item 4.7.  PCSO 

4.6.

Ref item 7.10  Council notice board at the Dolphin Inn

Item 5.
  
Finance report
5.1.
Current position

The Council’s accounts as at Thursday 24th September 2026 were as follows:-

Deposit account:  
 £ 9963.27 The second tranche of the Precept (£4831.00) was paid on 28th August
Current account:   
 £ 686.16 A VAT repayment of £534.31 were received on 11th September
Pension account  
 £ 71.39
5.2.
Clerks Salary Award
The following has been received from One Voice Wales

Local government services pay agreement 2026/27

The Local Government Association has informed us that the National Joint Council for Local Government Services (NJC) has reached an agreement on rates of pay applicable from 1 April 2026 until 31st March 2027. We encourage employers to implement this pay award as soon as possible.
The table below lists the new pay scales for clerks and other employees employed under the terms of the model contract, including SCPs 50 and above. These should be retrospectively applied from 1 April 2026. 

Hourly rates have been calculated using the NJC-agreed formula: annual salary divided by 52.143 weeks (which is 365 days divided by 7) divided by 37 hours (the standard working week). 

The appropriate section of the table is reproduced below with the Clerk’s scale highlighted in yellow.  If any councillor wishes to see the entire table please contact the Clerk.

	
	1 April 2025
	* £ per hour
	1 April 2026
	* £ per hour
	

	20
	£31,586
	
	
	
	LC2 (below substantive range)

	21
	£32,115
	
	
	
	LC2 (below substantive range)

	22
	£33699
	£17.47
	£34811
	£18.04
	LC2 (below substantive range)

	23
	£33,366
	
	
	
	LC2 (below substantive range)

	24
	£34,314
	
	
	
	LC2 (substantive benchmark range)

	25
	£35,235
	
	
	
	LC2 (substantive benchmark range)


This represents an increase of 0.57p per hour (£17.47 - to £18.04) and should be backdated to 1st April 2026. This will add an additional £205.20 to the annual salary+ 20% on costs = £246.24 and is in line with the budget figure of £6300 approved in November 2025.
Council is asked to approve the award and authorise backdating of payments to 1st April 2026.
5.3.   Approval of Payments

· External Audit Fee 2024 / 25  - £254.72

· TEEC  -  website hosting £583.19

· Council is asked to approve the above payments
Item 6.

Planning

There are no planning applications for consideration this month.
Item 7

Other Matters
7.1. 
Montgomery Canal Development Project 
 Verbal update  






(Chairman)
7.2.
Council leaflet

Verbal update  






(Cllr. Parry)
7.3.
Vacancy on the Council.
Verbal update
7.4.
Littering  -  Poster competition update
Verbal report 







(Cllr Parry)
7.5
Tan-y-Foel

Following issues raised regarding problems at Tan-y-Foel I contacted Cllr Matthew Dorrance, Deputy leader of Powys County Council. The actions to be taken are recorded in the minutes of the meeting held on 28th July. On 7th August I received the following reply from County Cllr Dorrance:-
Thank you for your correspondence regarding the ongoing concerns raised about the Tanyfoel Llanymynech housing estate.
 

I have responded to the points raised below and set out the action that has been taken by Housing Services and other relevant teams.

· Members of the Housing Services team are regularly present on the estate carrying out duties within their roles. During these visits, staff have spoken with residents about the concerns raised; however, they have not been provided with sufficient evidence to support formal action.

· Housing Services previously received an image of a male allowing his dog to foul on the green. Staff were able to identify the individual, and the matter was referred to Environmental Health. The individual was contacted, and enforcement action was taken by Environmental Health.

· The RSPCA has been involved with one tenant. Following a visit, they advised that they had no concerns regarding the care of the dogs at the property.

· Housing Services has also received recent complaints about fly-tipping on the estate and has investigated these concerns. Where evidence was found identifying those responsible, the matter was referred to the Waste Awareness Team. The secure tenants involved were contacted and have been fined.

· Housing Services staff have spoken with the tenants who own the dachshunds, as well as other tenants on the estate, to ensure they are aware of the complaints raised and their responsibilities as dog owners. All complaints and concerns raised are considered and dealt with appropriately. This may include sending letters, visiting residents to discuss the issues raised, or liaising with colleagues in other departments for advice, support, and any relevant enforcement action.

· Videos were also sent to Housing Services; however, the team has been unable to access the content and therefore cannot confirm what information, or evidence may be contained within them. The person who sent the emails has been contacted directly to arrange a meeting so that Housing Services can view the videos and determine whether any further action is required.

· Some properties on the Tanyfoel estate, as with properties on other estates managed by Powys County Council, have been used as temporary accommodation. The Council has a duty to provide temporary accommodation where there is evidence that a person is threatened with homelessness under the Housing (Wales) Act 2014.

Housing Options officers continue to work with these individuals to identify suitable alternative accommodation. However, due to the limited availability of suitable housing in the areas where applicants wish to live, some individuals may need to remain in temporary accommodation until suitable housing becomes available.

 

Housing Services has advised that an estate event has been arranged at Tanyfoel housing estate on the 27th August 2026 from 12.30pm until 3 pm .This will provide residents with an opportunity to meet the team, discuss any concerns, and better understand the role of Housing Services, including the limits of its enforcement powers. Colleagues from other departments will also be invited where appropriate, so residents can access relevant advice and support.
 Where appropriate, Housing Services will continue to work with colleagues in other departments, including Waste Awareness and Environmental Health, to respond to the issues reported. Environmental Health has statutory powers in relation to dog fouling, including powers under the Dog Fouling of Land Act, and is therefore better placed to investigate and take any appropriate action in relation to these matters.
 I trust this clarifies the action that has been taken to date. Housing Services will continue to monitor the situation and respond appropriately to any further evidence or concerns raised.

 Yours sincerely

 Matthew Dorrance

I was asked to get further details of compostable dog bag stations from Ecogreen living, a company that contacted me on the day of the July meeting. Their information pack is attache to these papers.

I am unaware of the opinions of the residents of Tan-y-Foel as to whether they feel that County Cllr Dorrance’s latter has now dealt with the problems.

Council is asked if it wishes to take any further action in this matter
7.6
Closure of Llanraeadr ym Mochnant GP surgery
Cllr Parry attended a meeting at Llanrhaeadr Village Hall on 10th September. His report is appended below:-
I attended the meeting tonight in Llanrhaeadr. It was well attended with a packed village hall. 

On the main stage was the MP, two MS's (one plaid, one reform) and the local County Councillor for Llanrhaeadr and another County Councillor from the Lib Dem Party - who run the Council. 


Everyone in agreement that the proposed closure is outrageous and unity in fighting to keep the GP Surgery open. 

However, it gets complicated as if the decision is made by PTHB to keep it open - then at present, there isn't enough funding for Llanyfllin GP to keep Llanrhaeadr operational. So if PTHB or Welsh Gov do not increase funding in the short term, it means Llanfyllin GP must keep open a surgery they simply cannot afford and then themselves may have to make the decision to close it. 

So there must extra funding from the Welsh Government to Llanfyllin Group Practice. 
However, at present the Welsh Gov are still considering options over NHS funding - so it seems unlikely any short term funding will come from them.

But PTHB should have the capacity to at least until December to fund as a stop-gap Llanfyllin GP to allow them to keep Llanrhaeadr open. 

There seems to be hesitation from the Plaid MS to press the Health Secretary Mabon ap Gwynfor (who is also one of our MS's) to intervene directly to save the Practice. And the other politicians on the stage were putting pressure on him to do this. There was some agreement to what the legality was around the Health Secretary intervening in Health Board business - the Plaid MS saying he cannot, whereas the other politicians saying he can. 

One proposal was for the Health Secretary to urgently put the Health Board into special measures, citing this plus the recent decision to downgrade the number of beds across the County. 

Other concerns raised are of course the increase to the population of our communities with the extra homes proposed as part of the LDP. 

If Llanrhaeadr closes it's 2,000 patients who would need to fit into Four Crosses and Llanfyllin Surgeries - both of which are at 100% capacity. So would mean worse care for everyone. 

The closure of Llanrhaeadr would also make it harder for the Group Practice to attract staff, and continue with the level of staffing they have at present across Four Crosses and Llanfyllin. 

I had to leave just before the last question - but the agreement was for the politicians on the stage to sign an agreement for urgent intervention. And they will continue their pressure from their respective positions.

And the public responsibility is to write to the following highlighting our concerns. 

The MP, each of the MS's representing our constituency, Carl Cooper - Chair of PTHB, to Mabon as Health Secretary, and Rhun ap Iowrarth as First Minister. And to submit opposition as part of the consultation process. 

So I propose we write up our detailed opposition and send it to each of these asap. 
As a result of this, the Chairman has asked me to draft a letter to the people mentioned at the end of  Cllr Parry’s report. This is attached to these papers.

7.7.
Donation request  -  maintenance of St. Agatha’s Church clock

A request has been received from the Secretary of St. Agatha’s Parochial Church Council for a contribution to the maintenance of the Church Clock. This is traditionally shared between ourselves and Llanymynech & Pant Parish Council and our contribution this year is £83.00.
Council is asked if it wishes to make a contribution to St. Agatha’s clock

7.8   
Village Shop

Following on concerns about the state of the Village Shop which is both a listed building and within the conservation area. I have been in contact with CADW. I have received the following reply:-
Thank for your email. Listed Building Consent from Powys Council would almost certainly be required to erect the signage, and I suspect that is not in place. I would suggest alerting the local planning authority's conservation officer Ms Natalie Hinds, email natalie.hinds@powys.gov.uk, who will be able to clarify whether the work required authorisation, and if not consented, what steps will be taken.

I have duly referred the matter to Ms Hinds and await a reply.

7.9
Crime reduction strategy
Following notification that our PCSO will be returning from maternity leave this month Cllr Harvey has contacted the Chairman as follows;-
I've mean meaning to email regarding the communications concerning our PSO returning from maternity leave and wondered if we had a Carreghofa Community Council Crime Reduction strategy at all? I'd be happy be 'a specific point of contact' for our PSO and to work with her to develop a plan going forward, if that would be helpful?

Council is asked if it wishes to develop a Crime Prevention Strategy
7.10.
County Councillor’s Update (standing item)


(County Cllr. Arwel Jones)
7.11.
Social media activity for the Council
(standing item)  
(Cllrs Hall & Parry)
Item 8

Amenities


8.1 
Walls Bridge
Update

8.2.
Football Field
Update
Item 9

Highways and Byways    

9.1.
Road Repairs & Potholes
County Cllr Arwel Jones has referred the following matter to the Highways Department:-

1. Overgrown hedge on Chapel Lane just off the A483. Longstanding issue.

2. Junction white lining to be renewed Tan y Foel onto Chapel Lane.

3. Broken kerbs by No 1 Orchard Green.

4. Potholes on Penyfoel. ( These are down for repair and job sheet done)

5. New fencing needed by Williams Bridge to prevent vehicles being washed into field in the event of a flood.

6. Potholes before the Bridge on Carreghofa Lane.

 

He has also discussed the matter of raised grids on the A483 were but as this is a Trunk Road issue he has contacted the Trunk Road aAgent and will report back.

Cllr hall has raised the following issues:-

1. Hedge opposite Carreghofa School Gates is encroaching on the road. 

2. It would appear there is a drainage issue by the new speed hump at Parc Llwyfen (opposite where the new road for the canal will be). Picture attached. 

Item 10 
To receive Reports on Meetings from outside bodies

10.1.
Burial Board  
10.2 
Powys CC and Town and Community Councils meeting
10.3
Village Hall
Item 11 Correspondence
11.1
For Decision
There are no matters for decision.
11.2.
To note
Council is asked to note the following e-mails circulated to councillors since the last meeting.
	From
	Date
	Subject

	One Voice Wales
	28th June
	Information update – Free training places

	One Voice Wales
	31st July
	Grant Funding newsletter – July 2026

	Powys C. C. Planning via County Cllr Arwel Jones
	3rd August
	Update on planning application  for Williams Bridge

	Carol Davies Clerk: Llandrinio and Arddleen C.C.
	5th August
	Llandrinio Bridge survey

	Welsh Government via OVW
	5th August
	Help spread the word about pblic appointments

	Llanrhaeadr Community Council
	5th August
	Closure of Llanrhaeadr Branch Surgery – Public meeting

	Powys Pubic Service Board
	8th August
	Well Being Annual Report

	County Cllr Arwel Jones
	8th August
	Update on Highways and Byways

	Powys County Council
	8th August
	New Pothole Pro arrives in Powys as highways crews begin specialist training 



	Mid & West Wales Fire & Rescue Service
	8th August
	Welsh Firefighters Prepare for Landmark 9/11 Memorial Stair Climb in Atlanta |



	One Voice Wales
	18th August
	Cost of Living Crisis Project - Information and Resources



	One Voice Wales
	18th August
	Training dates August - September

	Cwmpas
	18th August
	Perthin grants for communities

	Brity First Aid
	18th August
	Free first aid page for Carreghofa



	Play Wales
	20th August
	Monthly update

	One Voice Wales
	21st August
	Training dates September - December

	One Voice Wales
	25th August
	Additional training dates September - December

	Mid & West Wales Fire & Rescue Service
	27th August
	Thanking communities during unprecedented demand

	PAVO
	27th August
	Dyfed / Powys Police Fraud awareness training

	One Voice Wales
	28th August
	Funding newsletter

	One Voice Wales
	1st September
	E bulletin 29

	One Voice Wales
	2nd September
	Innovative practice conference

	Powys County Council
	3rd September
	Keeping healthy in Powys events

	County Cllr Arwel Jones
	7th September
	Response re Chapel Lane issues

	One Voice Wales
	7th September
	Joint on-line conference with SLCC – Moving toward the 2027 elections

	Llanrhaeadr Y M Community Council 
	7th September
	Reminder of meeting re closure of Llanrhaeadr GP surgery – 10th September

	Mid & West Wales Fire & rescue Service
	7th September
	Try a Firefighter Experience Day this September



	One Voice Wales
	7th September
	Letter to Community Councils – Community Boundary Reviews

	Parish On line 
	8th September
	Newsletter

	Sarah Pocock PCSO
	8th September
	Update

	Machynlleth Townn Council 
	9th September
	Letter Mr David Farnsworth, Assistant Director of Community Services at the Powys Teaching Health Board



	Powys Teaching Health Board
	9th September
	Advance notice: Better Together Pre-Consultation Business Case 



	Dyfed Powys Police & Crime Commissioner
	10th September
	Bulletin

	Green GEN Cymru
	18th September
	Vyrnwy Frankton project. Update on pylons



	Llanymynech & Pant P.C.
	18th September
	Agenda & Papers for September meeting

	One Voice Wales
	18th September
	E bulletin 30

	Codi Trust
	23rd September
	Funding available for schools, sports clubs and community groups across Wales 




12. Any other business

Please note that unless urgent, items of Any Other Business should reach the Clerk at least 24 hours before the meeting.

Item 13. 
Date of the next meeting  
Tuesday 27th October  2026  at 7.00pm at Llanymynech Village Hall.
6

