Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council
Meeting of the Council to be held on Tuesday 24th February  2026
  at Llanymynech Village Hall 
A G E N D A

1. Apologies for Absence. 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

3. Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 27th January 2026  (previously circulated)
4    Matters arising from the minutes.

5    
Finance

5.1.    
Current position
5.2.
Appointment of Internal Auditor
5.3.
Democracy & Boundary Commission Report – Determinations 2026 / 27

5.4.
Grounds Maintenance Contract 2026 / 27

5.5.
Approval of Payments

6
Planning 
7.
Other matters

7.1.
Montgomery Canal Restoration project 
7.2.
Council leaflet

7.3.
Draft Training Plan





7.4
GGEN Vyrnwy Frankton Connection
7.5.
Code of conduct training
7.6.
Council website
7.7.
Cross border healthcare
7.8.
County Councillor’s update

 
(standing item)

7.9.
Social media activity for the Council

(standing item)
8.
Amenities
8.1.
Walls Bridge Playground
8.2.
Football Field
9
Highways and Byways

9.1.
Road repairs, verges & potholes
10.
To receive Reports on Meetings from outside bodies

10.1
Burial Board 
10.2
Powys CC and Town and Community Councils meeting
10.3
Village Hall

11.
Correspondence

11.1
For decision
11.2
To note.
12
Any other business
13.
To confirm the date for the next meeting 
Cyngor Cymuned Carreghofa Community Council
PAPERS FOR THE 

MEETING OF CARREGHOFA COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Tuesday 24th February 2026
Item 4 

 Matters Arising from the minutes

4.1.

Ref: item  7.7  Shop enforcement notice
4.2.

Ref: item  7.4. Litter bags from Powys C.C. (post meeting note in the minutes 

refers)
4.3

Ref: item  7.5. Footpaths survey – Rights of Way link
4.4

Ref: item  12.1 Bus shelter
4.5.

Ref: item  12.2 Closure of Llanrhaeadr medical practice
Item 5.
  
Finance report
5.1.
Current position

The Council’s accounts as at Thursday 19th February 2026 were as follows:-

Deposit account:  
 £ 7729.76
Current account:   
 £ 460.56
Pension account  
 £ 76.74
5.2
Appointment of Internal Auditor
The Council has for many years used JDH Business Services Ltd. They have always given satisfactory service at a reasonable price.

Recommendation: That JDH Business Services Ltd be appointed the Council’s Internal Auditor for the year 2026 / 27.

Council is asked to approve the recommendation to appoint JDH ltd as Internal Auditor.

5.3.
Democracy & Boundary Commission Report – Determinations 2026 / 27

This Commission has now replaced the Independent Review Panel for Wales. The report outlines the determinations regarding pay, expenses, and benefits for members of principal councils, community and town councils, fire and rescue authorities, and national park authorities, effective from 1 April 2026. 
The report is very long and so is attached separately with these papers. The section concerning community councils is set out below. The relevant section in the document is Chapter 4.

A new determination has been added in that CCs can opt to pay financial loss compensation to their members, where such loss has occurred for attending approved duties. See below

The rates for a Group 5 council (fewer that 1000 electors) are shown in the table below. The text in RED shows the decisions taken in previous years.
	Type of Payment
	Status
	Group 5 fewer than 1000 electors

	Extra costs payment
	Mandatory

For guidance, in previous years all councillors have indicated that they did not wish to receive the payment

See note below

	£156 for all members

	Chair
	Optional

Max £100


	Up to a maximum of £1500

	Vice Chair
	Optional

Max £50


	Up to a maximum of £500

	Attendance allowance
	Optional

Accepted


	Up to a maximum of £30

	Financial Loss
	Optional


	The Commission has determined to maintain the alignment with the daily rate of ASHE as follows: Up to £67.45 for each period not exceeding 4 hours. Up to £134.90 for each period exceeding 4 hours but not exceeding 24 hours.



	Travel & Subsistence
	Optional

Accepted

accepted
	Community and town councils can make payments to each of their members in respect of travel costs for attending approved duties.  Such payments must be the actual costs of travel by public transport or the HMRC mileage allowances as below:

 ( 45p per mile up to 10,000 miles in the year. 

( 25p per mile over 10,000 miles. 

( 5p per mile per passenger carried on authority business. 

( 24p per mile for private motor cycles. 

( 20p per mile for bicycles.

If a community or town council resolves that a particular duty requires an overnight stay, it can authorise reimbursement of subsistence expenses to its members at the maximum rates set out below on the basis of receipted claims: 

( £28 per 24-hour period allowance for meals, including breakfast where not provided. 

( £200 – London overnight. 

( £95 – elsewhere overnight. 



	Costs of care
	Mandatory

accepted
	Community and town councils must provide for the reimbursement of necessary costs for the care of dependent children and adults (provided by informal or formal carers) and for personal assistance needs up to a maximum of £403 per month. 

Reimbursement shall only be made on production of receipts from the carer



	Office consumables
	Mandatory

all councillors have indicated that they did not wish to receive the payment
	£52 or full reimbursement for all members


Note: Councillors who DO NOT wish to receive mandatory payments MUST inform the Clerk in writing.

Please note that there is a requirement on community and town councils to publish details of all payments made to individual members in an annual Statement of Payments for each financial year. This information must be published on council noticeboards and or websites. 

Council is asked to decide the action it wishes to take in respect of each determination in the table above.

5.4.
Grounds Maintenance Contract

M I & T E M Pritchard, the Council’s Grounds maintenance contractor has indicated that they will not be raising their prices for the next financial year. The contract will remain at £3220 + VAT (total: £3864.00) 

The grounds maintenance budget set by the Council is £4200. This will leave a margin of £336 for any one off work. Council should be aware that with so small an additional amount any requests for expenditure must be authorised at a Council meeting before being committed.

Council is asked to note the above.
5.5.
Approval of Payments
M.I. & T. E. M. Pritchard -  Grounds maintenance Contract – 4th Quarter  £966.00

Retrospective approval: At the last meeting Cllr Savage was authorised to purchase batteries for the Defibrillator with a maximum spend limit of £145. The batteries were purchased at a price of £78. Cllr Savage has been reimbursed for this outlay.
Council is asked to approve the above payments
Item 6.

Planning

6.1.  Application Reference: 26/0018/HH Grid Reference: E:326570 N: 320908 
Proposal: Installation of roof mounted Solar PV panels Site Address: 5 Ashfield Terrace , Llanymynech, SY22 6EU, 
The application is available to view on the Council’s website http://pa.powys.gov.uk/onlineapplications/ 

Council is asked if it wishes to comment on this application

Item 7

Other Matters
7.1. 
Montgomery Canal Development Project 
 Verbal update  -  Chairman

7.2.
Council leaflet

Verbal update  -  Chairman
7.3.
Draft Training Plan
Verbal update

 
7.4.
GGEN Vyrnwy – Frankton Connection
The following report was received from Mr M. Waddle, Senior project Manager at GGEN.

Please note that the deadline for responses to the document is Friday 6th March:
Dear Carreghofa Community Council

We're writing to you to inform you of the upcoming targeted statutory consultation for Green GEN Cymru's Vyrnwy Frankton Connection.
Green GEN Cymru is proposing a new 132 kV overhead line to connect renewable energy generators in Mid Wales to the national electricity network at a switching station near Lower Frankton, Shropshire.

Thank you for the time taken to coordinate your response from Carreghofa Community Council. Green GEN Cymru greatly appreciates your feedback, and it has all been carefully reviewed and documented as part of our consultation process. We will publish our Consultation Report as part of our application to the Planning Inspectorate in late 2026. The report will set out how we've taken your comments into account when developing the project.

We recognise the concerns raised and are taking them seriously. Our proposals aim to balance environmental, economic, and community considerations while delivering critical infrastructure for Wales' renewable energy future.

For your reassurance, please find below comments that hopefully address some of the concerns you have raised.

On the use of pylons and the evidence base for our costings. 
As an Independent Distribution Network Operator (IDNO) we have a duty under the Electricity Act to be economic and efficient as the cost of all connections is passed down to electricity consumers. 

Since our first consultation, we have reassessed undergrounding, including open trench cabling and cable ploughing. We have also drawn on reports by internationally renowned experts as part of our considerations. Independent studies have shown that overhead lines (OHL) using pylons are generally the most practical and cost-effective option for 132Kv connections, particularly across long distances and rural landscapes.  

Overhead lines can be installed more quickly, with less complex construction requirements and lower ground disturbance overall. Their physical footprint is smaller and causes less disruption to soil and habitats during installation compared to underground cables.  

Underground cables (UGC) also require significant excavation, soil removal, and reinstatement — leading to greater short-term environmental disturbance and higher technical complexity. They also have limitations in power capacity, are harder to repair in the event of a fault and offer less flexibility for future upgrades. For these reasons, the independent reports conclude that OHL remains the most efficient and reliable solution for large-scale grid connections. 

Green GEN Cymru has commissioned and supported a suite of independent reports to provide clarity and transparency around infrastructure choices for grid connection.  

Together, these reports offer a fact-based foundation for stakeholder dialogue, planning decisions, and the development of a balanced, future-ready energy network in Wales. 

· Turner & Townsend Overhead Lines Forecast Cost Report. Read here
· DNV Distribution Network Topology Assessment Report. Read here
· IET Electricity Transmission Technologies Report. Read here 
These reports offer a comprehensive comparison between undergrounding and overhead line options, taking into account not only cost, but also environmental impact, power capabilities, and effects on local communities. They also review the cable plough technology, which we understand has generated significant interest.  

 In terms of cost, it is one of the most significant differences between overhead and underground options. The cost assessments indicate that underground cabling can be, on average, 4.5 times more expensive than equivalent overhead lines for a 132kV connection.

For the capacity we are looking to carry, the cost of overhead lines typically ranges from £1.27 million to £1.64 million per km, depending on terrain. In comparison, underground cables cost £6.26 million to £7.90 million per km— and that excludes additional costs associated with transitions, directional drilling, or complex crossings.  

The report provided by Turner and Townsend show:  

Cost Comparison for 1km: 

· Overhead line on pylons (as proposed by Vyrnwy Frankton project): £1,269 - £1,636 million 

· Underground Cable installed by open-cut trench: £6,259 - £6,695 million 

· Underground Cable installation with cable plough: £7,236 - £7,882 million 

While the cost of one new connection might not appear to add much to electricity bills, when the maintenance and construction of all connections across Wales and England is considered, the costs to consumers would be significant if connections were put underground. That is why we are regulated to be economic and efficient by Ofgem when designing our projects.  

 

Environment
A changing climate is having a dramatic effect on plants and animals – protecting biodiversity is one of the key drivers for moving away from fossil fuels. Meeting the needs of the natural world with the infrastructure we need to address climate change requires careful balance. Developing infrastructure will always bring effects on the environment, but it can also be an opportunity to invest in and enhance biodiversity.  

We are committed to keeping the environmental impact of our proposals as low as it can. We have carefully considered environmental impacts as we have developed the route alignment seeking to avoid particular areas or reduce impacts, where possible.

Green GEN Cymru will also consider opportunities to ensure the proposals contribute to a net biodiversity benefit in line with national policy and further details on this will be available as the Project develops. A full Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) assessment will be provided as an appendix to the Environmental Statement. The ES will also demonstrate how the approach will satisfy Welsh Net Biodiversity Benefit.

Targeted statutory consultation
Since our statutory consultation in Spring 2025, we've carefully reviewed each piece of feedback, including specific suggestions for design changes such as repositioning a pylon, and considered the findings of ongoing environmental and engineering surveys.  

This process has identified some areas where we could make targeted updates to our proposals. Whilst these changes won't affect the overall impact of the project, some may impact residents in your community, with affected landowners receiving correspondence this week ahead of the formal launch.  

The targeted statutory consultation will be open from 4 February to 6 March 2026.
We are holding a targeted statutory consultation to give those who could be potentially impacted by the proposed changes the opportunity to provide location specific feedback in the changes close to them, before we submit our application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) in 2026. 

We have considered several factors raised in the feedback to our statutory consultation including, landscape, impacts on properties, ecology and agricultural operation.

A leaflet will be posted to explain the proposed areas of change, along with a map and information about the consultation to each resident within 1km distance of the proposed area of change. This information will also be available on our website which will be updated on the 4th of February with all the targeted statutory consultation materials.

Council is asked if it wishes to make comments on the consultation.
.
7.5.     Code of Conduct Training
Councillors will be aware that we have received a video containing the Code of Conduct training. 

Following comments from a number of town and community councils the following advice has been received:-

The video can be viewed any number of times, and councils are welcome to revisit it as often as needed. However, the file is view‑only and cannot be downloaded. Given these restrictions, it may be practical for councils to arrange a session where councillors can view the recording together, or otherwise facilitate shared access in a setting that works for you locally. At present, this is the only method available for distributing the training.

Council is asked if it wishes to arrange a session for all councillors to undertake the training.

7.6.      Council website
Recently representations have been made by two ex-councillors as follows:-

· The minutes and papers for the meetings stop at September 2025
· The Register of Interests contains information on ex-councillors which should not be in the public domain but does not give details for all current councillors.

This is of concern because it is a requirement on community councils that this information is available on its website and should be up to date. 

I have sent out Register of Interest forms to all current councillors so that we can get the information required.  Please note that the information displayed on the website is not as detailed as the forms and is shown in tabular form.

Recommendation:  That a nominated councillor should be responsible for maintaining the Council’s website. The Clerk will provide the information to be displayed on the website.

7.8.
Cross Border Health Care

At its last meeting the Council decided to be a part of the Cross Border Healthcare project.

Further to this the following announcement of the inaugural meeting has been received.

Thank you for expressing an interest in joining forces to find a solution to the cross border healthcare issues and current funding formula which are both clearly not working for our residents.

 

The Town Council is now calling a Zoom meeting with those who expressed an interest to discuss this matter and formulate a plan of action. The agenda for the meeting is now being formulated and will be forwarded nearer the time. If you are a Clerk receiving this on behalf of your Council, you may wish to nominate a member to attend or attend as Proper Officer.

 

The meeting will be held on:

 

Monday 16th March, 2026 at 6.30pm via Zoom – the link is below
 

Topic: Cross Border Healthcare - Town & Community Council

Time: Mar 16, 2026 06:30 PM London

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84453161099?pwd=GsiOEXaoYdsa4r5SRivWW7gW0TUiJf.1
 

Meeting ID: 844 5316 1099

Passcode: 686747

 

One tap mobile

+442034815237,,84453161099#,,,,*686747# United Kingdom

+442034815240,,84453161099#,,,,*686747# United Kingdom

 

Join instructions

https://us02web.zoom.us/meetings/84453161099/invitations?signature=o8D4xG2uw7_uppqc1E03CRJBq4G6LWwmTp7AFZfwtKc
 

We look forward to seeing you all on the evening and thank you for agreeing to participate in such a crucial matter for our residents.

 

Kind Regards

  

Jane Johnston PSLCC, CiLCA (Wales)

Town Clerk

Llandrindod Wells Town Council

01597 823116

Council is asked to nominate a member to represent it at this and subsequent meetings.
7.9       County Councillor’s Update (standing item)

(County Cllr. Arwel Jones)
7.10.
Social media activity for the Council
(standing item)  
(Chairman)
Item 8

Amenities


8.1 
Works at Walls Bridge
Update

8.2.
Football Field 
Update
Item 9

Highways and Byways    

9.1.
Road Repairs & Potholes
Update from councillors and County Cllr Arwel Jones
9.2
Proposal to increase the speed limit on the B4398 at Williams Bridge 

A resident has contacted the Council  as follows:-

There is currently a proposed amendment to the speed limit on the B4398 (Williams Bridge, Llandrinio), as set out in the recent notice published by Powys County Council.
I understand that the proposal would increase the current 30mph speed limit to 40mph along the section of road identified in Schedule I and Schedule II. I have serious concerns about the safety implications of this change.

My parents live along this stretch of road, and vehicles already regularly exceed the existing 30mph limit. Increasing the limit to 40mph will inevitably result in higher vehicle speeds, increasing both the likelihood and severity of collisions.

My mother relies on a mobility scooter and, due to the absence of a pavement

, she is required at times to use the road. A higher speed limit will significantly increase the danger she faces.


In addition, I have two young children who regularly visit this property. The proposed increase would make the environment considerably less safe for children and other pedestrians. This is a residential area, and the safety of residents should be prioritised over traffic flow.

I believe that the section referred to as having a 40mph limit imposed is currently 60mph. However, I am seeking clarification on this.
Item 10 
To receive Reports on Meetings from outside bodies

10.1.
Burial Board  
10.2 
Powys CC and Town and Community Councils meeting
10.3
Village Hall
Item 11 Correspondence
11.1
For Decision
There is no correspondence requiring a decision
11.2.
To note
Council is asked to note the following e-mails circulated to councillors since the last meeting.
	From
	Date
	Subject

	Play Wales 
	29th January
	E bulletin

	One Voice Wales
	29th January
	Resilient Powys Event  - 7th February

	National Highways
	29th January
	Closure of A483 23rd February - 6th march 9.00pm to 6.00am

	
	29th January
	

	Dyfed Powys Polce
	29th January
	Conference – Policing in the digital age $th March in Carmarthen

	Play Wales
	2nd February
	State of Play report

	County Cllr Arwel Jones
	2nd February
	Update on bus shelter

	Russell George MS
	4th February
	February Newsletter

	Mid and North Powys Mind
	6th February
	Services Summary

	Powys Teaching Health Board
	6th February
	EMRTS update 

	One Voice Wales
	6th February
	E bulletin 17

	Katherine Gilmour – Powys C. C.
	12th February
	Regular Updates on Montgomery Canal Restoration

	Welsh Government Office for Older people
	17th February
	Commissioners Newsletter


Item 12.
Any other business from councillors
Item 13. 
Date of the next meeting  
Tuesday 24th March 2026  at 7.00pm at Llanymynech Village Hall.
.
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